
 

S I M I  U M C  Y O U T H  
S P O N S O R  T W O  

C H R I S T M A S  
G I V I N G  

P R O J E C T S   

YOUTH NEWS 
Care & Share 

Canned Food Drive 

Samaritan Center Samaritan Center Samaritan Center Samaritan Center 

“Stock Up” Drive“Stock Up” Drive“Stock Up” Drive“Stock Up” Drive    
 

Help the youth group build a huge 

CANNED FOOD TREE in the Narthex!  
We’re asking the entire church to bring in 

ONE ITEM A WEEK for the NEXT 4 WEEKS  

to help Care & Share Food Pantry or the 
Samaritan Center (homeless drop-in center).  

 

People helping People … 
Neighbors helping Neighbors 

 

THE NEED IS GREAT IN THESE 
TOUGH ECONOMIC TIMES. 

The SHELVES at CARE & SHARE are almost 
EMPTY, and MANY FAMILIES are HURTING. 
Flyers are available in the Narthex with lists of 

items that are needed. 
 

If EVERYBODY at church joins together, we 
make a HUGE difference! 

 

Sunday, Nov. 29 thru 

Sunday, Dec. 20 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9 — W h a t ’ s  H a p p e n i n g  f o r  Y o u t h  @  S i m i  V a l l e y  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  



 

IMPORTANT YOUTH MEETINGS THIS MONTH  

• YOUTH PLANNING COUNCIL on SUNDAY, Dec. 6 @ 11:45 a.m. in Room. 8/9 

• AWWY MEETING on TUESDAY, Dec. 8 @ 7 p.m. at the Little House 

• WINTER RETREAT PLANNING MEETING - DEC. 13  
 All retreat meetings are at NOON in Room 8/9 (unless otherwise noted) and last for one hour. 

 

YOUTH MUSIC YOUTH MUSIC YOUTH MUSIC YOUTH MUSIC     
     

DECEMBER’S A BUSY MONTH, SO GET THESE 

PRACTICE and PERFORMANCE DATES / TIMES  

on your FAMILY’S CALENDAR … 
 

 
 

DECEMBER PRACTICE DATES 
 

• YOUTH PRAISE BAND - Regular practice on Sunday, Dec. 6 
    3:30 pm in SA   (Tentative practices on Dec. 13 and 20 - check with Rick) 

 

• YOUTH CHOIR - Regular practices on Sundays, December 6, 13, and 20 
 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

• YOUTH BELL CHOIR - Regular practices on Thursdays, December 3, 10, 17 
 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

 

DECEMBER PERFORMANCE DATES 
• Youth Praise Band & Youth Choir play/sing for worship on Dec. 13 

YPB call time - 7:30 am ; Choir call time - 8:15 am 
 

• Youth Bell Choir plays on Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) 
5 pm Candlelight Service - Call time 4:15 pm in Sanctuary 

 

• Youth Choir sings on Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) 
7 pm Candlelight Service - Call time 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 

 

   YOUTH PRAISE BAND CONTACT INFO 

   Rick Minzer (990-1074), Mark Horowitz (578-3456), or Jeff Jewell (581-0993) 

    YOUTH BELL CHOIR CONTACT INFO  

    Stu Thomson (526-3976 or 276-1323) 

      YOUTH CHOIR CONTACT INFO 

      Diane Thomson (526-3976) or Barbara Brown (522-8395) 
 

NO CHOIR PRACTICES ON DEC. 27 or JAN. 3 - ENJOY YOUR WINTER BREAK! 

CHECK WITH RICK MINZER ABOUT YPB PRACTICES DURING WINTER BREAK 



        YOUTH BAKE SALE 
 (with a December theme) 

       SUNDAY, DEC. 13 
          On the patio before and after worship 
           Sign up to bring something! Then, bring your Christmas-themed 

                baked goods to the Chapel on Dec. 13 before church. 

                You can even help at the Bake Sale table! 

 
 

     
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the POTLUCK, everybody brings something to share according to the first letter of their last name.  

Drinks will be provided. (Whatever you bring, please plan on making enough for 8 - 10 people) 

     Last name A - G   Dessert   &   Last name H - Z   Main Dish or Salad 

 
    

            

  UMYF IS GOING   UMYF IS GOING   UMYF IS GOING   UMYF IS GOING     
     CHRISTMAS      CHRISTMAS      CHRISTMAS      CHRISTMAS     
          CAROLING          CAROLING          CAROLING          CAROLING 
   FRIDAY, DEC. 18 from 5-7:30 pm 

  Meet in the Chapel at 5 pm.  Dress warmly and bring a dessert to     

  share. After caroling, we’ll return to church for pizza, drinks and   

  dessert.  Pick-up time will be @ 7:30 pm.  Questions?   

 Call Barbara Brown at 522-8395 or Spencer Ross at 428-5262 

DECEMBER UMYF HAPPENINGSDECEMBER UMYF HAPPENINGSDECEMBER UMYF HAPPENINGSDECEMBER UMYF HAPPENINGS    

 Party and Potluck Dinner 
SUNDAY, DEC. 13 @ UMYF 

6 pm ‘til 8 pm in Witman Hall  (note later time) 



LIVING NATIVITY 
A 31-year tradition for our youth! 

 

If you’ve been around Simi UMC for a while, you’ve heard about 

LIVING NATIVITY. If you’re new to our church, this youth 

group tradition started in 1978 to focus people on the REAL 

meaning of Christmas – the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ! For 

31 years, on the 3 nights before Christmas, our youth have 

dressed up as Mary, Joseph, shepherds, Wise Men, or an angel 

and helped stage a life-sized Nativity Scene on the corner of 

Erringer and Cochran. 
  

Current youth group kids do this on Dec. 22 and 
23, from 5:30-7 pm. We have 2 shifts each of those 

nights. One shift runs from 5:30-6:15 pm and another from 

6:15-7 pm. On Christmas Eve we ask “alumni” (past youth group members) to portray the 
characters from 6 – 7 pm.  
 

Spots always fill up FAST, so if you’d like to take part, talk to Diane Thomson ASAP. If no 

spots are left, you can sign up to be an “extra” in case someone gets sick and can’t make it. 
 

A BIT OF HISTORICAL TRIVIA - Last year we celebrated the 30th Anniversary of Living Nativity!!! 

Believe it or not, Paul Witman (Peter’s dad) was in the very first one! Along with several other “old 

youth” (alumni), Paul took part in this once again on Christmas Eve last year. It was raining so we couldn’t hold this 

on the corner like we usually do - but, instead of cancelling, Paul’s big brother Mark Witman dragged the hay bales 

to the covered area in front of the Sanctuary and it was “on with the show” as we staged it there! Pretty cool, 

huh?!? And this year, the tradition continues …  
 
 

WANT TO HELP SET UP THE STABLE FOR THIS YEAR’S NATIVITY?WANT TO HELP SET UP THE STABLE FOR THIS YEAR’S NATIVITY?WANT TO HELP SET UP THE STABLE FOR THIS YEAR’S NATIVITY?WANT TO HELP SET UP THE STABLE FOR THIS YEAR’S NATIVITY?    
Contact Mark Witman (527-6501) - he’ll be doing that on Saturday, Dec. 19 

 
 

PROCESSION TO THE MANGER - Dec. 20 (Christmas Sunday) 
 

Every year, on the Sunday before Christmas, our church invites the parents of the youngest 
baby born during that year to dress as Mary and Joseph … and their new little one portrays 
the baby Jesus. Youth volunteer to dress up as the shepherds and the Wise Men on that 
morning to complete the scene. 
 

At the end of worship, there’s a “procession to the manger” -- Mary, Joseph and the Baby 
enter the church and sit up front. Then, the shepherds come forward to adore the Baby and 
the Wise Men enter to present Him with their gifts. It’s a beautiful reminder of the reason why 
we celebrate Christmas -- God himself come to earth in the form of a tiny Baby, a Child who 
would become the Savior of all! Youth interested in taking part in this beautiful tradition on 
Christmas Sunday (Dec. 20) should contact Bonnie Bastian (526-6636) to sign up. 



MOVIE NIGHT @ UMYF 
Sunday, Dec. 20 from 6 - 8:30 pm  
(note extended time) 

What’s more fun than joining your friends for “dinner and a 
movie”?? Joining your friends for “dinner and a movie”  … at 
UMYF, of course! If you’ve got a favorite holiday movie, talk 
to Diane Thomson or Mark Witman (they’re in charge of se-
lecting what we’ll watch). Suggestions are welcome. 
 

 

UMYF DINNER NEWS 
Currently we have no parents signed up for dinners on Dec. 6 or Dec. 20 … If you’re 
interested in helping, contact Debbie Post at 526-6231 (church) or 522-2153 (home). 

 

December Birthdays ...December Birthdays ...December Birthdays ...December Birthdays ... 
 

  8 Chris Seckman 
12 Curtis Iwansky 
14 Lacey Fierro 
30  Deanna Fierro 
 

AND, IF YOU WANT ANOTHER REASON to CELEBRATE 
Here are some more December holidays and special days … for REAL!! 
 

Dec. 1  Frank Witman’s birthday!   
Dec. 3  National Roof Over Your Head Day 
Dec. 4  Santa’s List Day (are you on the “nice” list?) ;  Wear Brown Shoes Day 
Dec. 6  St. Nicholas Day  ;  Put On Your Own Shoes Day 
Dec. 7  National Cotton Candy Day 
Dec. 11 National Noodle Ring Day 
Dec. 12 National Ding-a-Ling Day  ;  Poinsettia Day 
Dec. 13 Ice Cream Day  
Dec. 18 Bake Cookies Day 
Dec. 19 Look for an Evergreen Day 
Dec. 20 Go Caroling Day  (Hmmm … we were 2 days early!) 
Dec. 21 Humbug Day  ;  National Flashlight Day  (What a bright idea!) 
Dec. 24 National Egg Nog Day 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day  ;  National Pumpkin Pie Day 
Dec. 27 Make Cut Out Snowflakes Day 
Dec. 28 Card Playing Day  (Extreme Spoons, anyone???) 
Dec. 30 National Bicarbonate of Soda Day 
Dec. 31 Make Up Your Mind Day  (Huh?!?) 



Looking Ahead to 2010 ... 
 

WINTER RETREAT at CAMP WRIGHTWOODWINTER RETREAT at CAMP WRIGHTWOODWINTER RETREAT at CAMP WRIGHTWOODWINTER RETREAT at CAMP WRIGHTWOOD    

February 5 - 7, 2010 
Every February our youth head to the mountains from Friday night thru Sunday afternoon for an awesome weekend of 

spiritual growth, snow play, and special memories! 
 

Cost: $110  ($100 if you bring a friend, and they only pay $100, too!) 
[For families with more than one youth, cost is $100 for 2nd & 3rd siblings] 

 

SEE ENCLOSED FLYER FOR MORE DETAILS.  
WANT TO GO??? FLYERS & PERMISSION SLIPS CAN BE FOUND IN THE CHURCH OFFICE, NARTHEX, BOTH YOUTH 

ROOMS … OR ON THE CHURCH WEBSITE 
(www.simivalleyumc.org) 

 
Pick yours up TODAY … you don’t want to miss out on this highlight of the year for our youth group! 

FIRM DEADLINE for PERMISSION SLIPS and $$ - SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
Camperships must be earned by then, too so get busy working on those! 

No refunds after due date 

 
 

YOUTH ALIVE 2010 
engage 

For Sr. High youth in grades 9 thru 12 
When:  February 13, 14, & 15 

Where: Riverside Hotel and Convention Center 
Cost: $215 / person (4 people per room) 
 $225 / person (3 people per room) 
 $250 / person (2 people per room) 

 

Interested in going? Want to know more? Registration forms and church permission slips are available on the 
church website (www.simivalleyumc.org) and in the Narthex, Church Office, and Sr. High youth room. The Conference 
registration deadline is Monday, January 4 – so we can get everything mailed [and avoid a $50 per person late 
fee] we will have a FIRM DEADLINE of MONDAY, DEC. 28 for all $$, church permission slips, and regis-
tration forms. REMEMBER - Start working on Camperships NOW (see below) 

 

AND DON’T FORGET ... 
You can use Campership credits to help pay for Winter Retreat and Youth Alive. Talk to Tom Kendall and get 
started ASAP!! Camperships for each event must be earned by the deadline for permission slips and money for that 

event.  Here are those dates: 
YOUTH ALIVE DEADLINE for $$, permission slips, registration forms (and camperships) - MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 

WINTER RETREAT DEADLINE for $$ and permission slips (and camperships) - SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
1. Obtain the Campership Forms from the church office and have them filled out by your parent or guardian. 
2. Bring your Campership Request Form to the church office for pastors’ approval prior to earning your cam-
pership hours. 
3. Once your Campership has been approved begin filling out your Campership Service Log. Be sure to get 
your service log signed by your supervisor. 

Once you have completed your service hours bring it along with your Camp Registration Forms to the church 
office prior to the camp or event registration deadline.  DO NOT MAIL ANYTHING OFF YOURSELF. 



 

 

2010 WINTER RETREAT 

come together 
Friday, February 5 thru Sunday, February 7  

@ Camp Wrightwood, in the Angeles Forest 

COST: $110 
[$100 if you bring a friend, & they only pay $100 too!] 

Also, $100 for 2nd & 3rd siblings in the same family 
 

Checks payable to United Methodist Church 

Camperships available. Contact Tom Kendall @ 526-6231 
 

PERMISSION SLIPS and $$ DUE BY JANUARY 10 
Camperships must be earned by then, too! 

                
           NO REFUNDS  

                      AFTER DUE DATE 

IMPORTANT INFO for PARENTSIMPORTANT INFO for PARENTSIMPORTANT INFO for PARENTSIMPORTANT INFO for PARENTS : YOUTH NEED TO EAT 
DINNER FRIDAY NIGHT BEFORE ARRIVING @ CHURCH. 

There will be 2 adult chaperones in each dorm room. 

All adult workers and chaperones will be background 

checked. Questions? Call Diane Thomson (526-3976) 

MEET @ CHURCH 
on FRIDAY, 6:30 pm SHARP! 

PICK UP @ CHURCH  
on SUNDAY, 3 pm 

 Don’t miss out on an awesome weekend full of 
    SPIRITUAL GROWTH … SNOW PLAY … FRIENDSHIP … CAMPFIRE …  
       LEARNING … WORSHIP … and a LIFETIME of MEMORIES. 

PACKING  LIST PACKING  LIST PACKING  LIST PACKING  LIST ::::    

�NO CELL PHONES �Bible �Sleeping Bag 

�Pillow   �Towel  �Toiletries  �Jacket 

�Warm clothes �Clothes for snow play 

�Snack to share �Spending Money 



Simi Valley United Methodist Church 
2394 Erringer Road, Simi Valley, CA 93065 

(805) 526-6231 

Parent Consent Form and Emergency Medical Release 
to be completed and signed by parent/guardian. 

 

Name of Activity or Event   UMYF WINTER RETREAT    
Date(s) of Event  Friday - Sunday, Feb. 5 - 7, 2010         Cost: $110 per person (see front of flyer for details/exceptions) 

 

My son/daughter,        has my permission to participate in the activity listed above, 
sponsored by The United Methodist Church, Simi Valley, CA, being held on the date(s) listed above. I do further give my permission to 
counselors, leaders or other adult staff to obtain and administer medical aid as might be required for the immediate care of my son/
daughter in the event such help of an emergency nature becomes necessary. I also give my permission to include the administration 
of such medicines or treatment as might be ordered or administered by a duly licensed physician. It is further understood that the 
United Methodist Church of Simi Valley, CA its officers, ministers, counselors, leaders or agents will not be held liable for any first aid 
rendered, or treatment, drugs or medicines administered, or surgical procedure performed pursuant to this consent. 

 

Parent/ Guardian Signature             ___________Date  ___________ 

 

Name         __________Phone#_____________________Cell#________________ 

 

Address                _____________________ Zip Code __________________ 
 

1) My son/daughter has the following ALLERGIES: (include food allergies)  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) My son/daughter has the following MEDICAL CONDITIONS:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) My son/daughter will need to take these MEDICATIONS during this activity: (include administration time/ dose) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact Person and Phone Number if you are unavailable: 
Name        ______________  Phone    _____ 

Relationship         

Emergency Contact Person and Phone Number if you are unavailable: 
Name        ______________  Phone    _____ 

Relationship         

Insurance Information (to be used only if you cannot be reached by phone): 
 

Health Insurance Company         __________________ 
 

Policy #     __________________    Group #      _____ 

 

I give my permission for the counselors/youth director to provide my child with over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol or 
Advil, should that be needed while in their care. 
 

Parent Signature       ____________________ 
 

Please list any over the counter (OTC) medications we should NOT give your child:  
 

            ___________________ 



DECEMBER ‘09  AT A GLANCE 

There’s LOTS going on at our church for Middle School and Sr. High youth. 
Check out the calendar, read more inside … then join us! 

 

Unless noted below, our Regular Sunday Schedule for grades 6 thru 12 includes: 
9 am  Worship 
10:30 am Sunday School - Middle School ( Rm. 12) ;  Sr. High (Rm. 8/9) 

3:30 pm  Youth Praise Band (Sanctuary) 
5 pm  Youth Choir (Sanctuary) 

 6 - 7:30 pm UMYF (Youth Group) - 6 pm Dinner in Witman Hall ($2.50) ; 6:30-7:30 pm  Program  
 

Thursday, Dec. 3 Youth Bell Choir, 7:30 pm in the Chapel 
 

Sunday, Dec. 6  SECOND SUNDAY of ADVENT 
REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE (see times and locations above) 
Youth Planning Council, 11:45 am in Rm. 8/9 
Youth Praise Band practice, 3:30 pm in Sanctuary 
Youth Choir practice, 5 pm in the Sanctuary 
Regular UMYF, 6 - 7:30 pm 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 8 AWWY Meeting, 7 pm in the Little House 
 

Thursday, Dec. 10 Youth Bell Choir, 7:30 pm in the Chapel 
 

Sunday, Dec. 13 THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT  
YPB & Youth Choir play/sing for 9 am worship  
 YPB call time - 7:30 am ; Choir call time - 8:15 am 
Youth Bake Sale (with a Christmas theme) 

   Winter Retreat Planning Meeting, NOON in Rm. 8/9 
   No Youth Praise Band practice today 
   Regular Youth Choir practice, 5 pm in the Sanctuary     
   UMYF CHRISTMAS PARTY, 6 - 8 pm  (see inside for details) 
 

Thursday, Dec. 17 Youth Bell Choir, 7:30 pm in the Chapel 
 

Friday, Dec. 18  UMYF Christmas Caroling, 5 - 7:30 pm in the Chapel (see inside) 
 

Saturday, Dec. 19 Set up stable for Living Nativity (contact Mark Witman for details) 
 

Sunday, Dec. 20 FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT - Procession to the Manger 
REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE (see times and locations above) 
UMYF MOVIE NIGHT, 6 - 8:30 pm (Note later time) 

    

Dec. 22 & 23  LIVING NATIVITY, 5:30-7 pm (YOUTH - corner of Erringer/Cochran) 
 

Thursday, Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE  
   5 pm Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary 
    Youth Bell Choir plays - call time 4:15 pm in Sanctuary 
   LIVING NATIVITY, 6 - 7 pm (ALUMNI - corner of Erringer/Cochran) 
   7 pm Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary 
    Youth Choir sings - call time 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 
 

Friday, Dec. 25  CHRISTMAS DAY - “For unto us a Child is born” … 
Rejoice today at the BEST gift of all -- Jesus Christ, our Savior! 
 

Sunday, Dec. 27 RECYCLE SUNDAY - Don’t forget your recyclables today! 
REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE (times and locations above) 

   NO YPB, YOUTH CHOIR, OR UMYF 
 

CELEBRATE JESUS  … 
       the GREATEST GIFT of all! 


